Y A eI e
pv L) D23 N AP 7
’\)5 " 4 ' "PRAYR D903 M — And it was on the eighth
day (9:1). '\

hy does the Torah stress that this was the eighth day of
' ' the setting up of the Mishkan? True, it was the
r‘ ~ @ culmination of the preceding seven days, which Mashe
' 3 134 / Spent in preparation for the official inauguration. Yet it would seem
’ p more appropriate to emphasize that it was the first day of the

\” C 9..3 217 2 tunclioning of the Mishkan, as we iind in the account of the”

offertiigs of the Nesiim (tribal princes) in Parashas Naso. In this

light, it seems that the first seven days were merely “practice”
sessions, as it were, which became insignificant once the Mishkan
and the Kohanim assumed their full sanctity. If so, why is the
eighthness of the day given such prominence, 1o the extent that
even the name of the parashah stresses it?

The Torah wants to teach us that the Preparations one makes for {
doing a mitzuah have nearly as much importance as the miizvah

itselt, that they are really part of thg%ftwmféfn"ﬁfe,
even though the Seder lasts only a few hours on Pesach evening, it

can require weeks of pPreparations, including learning many laws
and customs. One might think it a waste to spend all that time
preparing for such a short affair. In reality, however, the prepara-
tions are part of the mitzvah because without hom it would be
impossible to do the mitzvah properly. o

Similaily, “ofe s allowed to pronounce the blessing She- (
hecheyanu (Who has kept us alive) as soon as one completes |
building a succah, even though one cannot perform the mitzvah of
dwelling in the succah until the first night of the festival.

This is why the Torah stresses the fact that the inauguration of the
Mishkan took place on the eighth day of the preparations, rather |
than calling it the first day of the Mikkan itself "The seven days |
which preceded the consecration, even though they were not the
ultimate raison d’etre of the Mishkan, had an importance nearly !
equal to that of the days that followed. '
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